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Church School Lessons 

Unit One 

“Struggles With Love” 

September 2020 

God commands us to love 

one another as God loves us. 

This quarter begins with a 

widely known story about 

Joseph, which deals with 

love within Jacob’s family. 

From the Joseph story we 

proceed with God’s laws 

requiring care and concern 

for the poor and needy, 

loving and embracing of the 

stranger, and the demands 

of love for one another in the 

teachings of Jesus in the 

Gospels. These sessions 

elaborate on themes of love 

for one another in the 

epistles of Paul and James 

and the expressions of love 

in the early formations of 

the church in Acts.  Unit I, 

“Struggles with Love,” has 

four sessions from the Book 

of Genesis, revealing aspects 

of love.  
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Unifying Principle 

 

It may be difficult 

to hold on to 

dreams of future 

success when 

faced with extreme 

hardships. What 

inner resources 

are needed to 

continue one’s 

quest for success? 

Because Joseph 

loved and obeyed 

God, he was 

able to engage in 

wise and  

discerning 

problem-solving 

that motivated 

Pharaoh to appoint 

him second in 

command over all 

of Egypt. 

 
Goals for the Learners 

 

✓ To discover how 

Joseph’s love for God 

and faithfulness helped 

him find success in 

Egypt. 

 

✓ To aspire to remain 

steadfast in love and 

obedience to God when 

facing extreme 

hardships. 

 

✓ To celebrate God’s 

providential care in 

times of suffering. 

 
Challenges for the Week 

 

• Recall some modern-day examples of 

people who rose to fame and fortune, 

from obscurity and poverty. Compare 

and contrast these with Joseph’s rise 

to power. 

• Graph the ups and downs of the past 

twenty years or so of your life. Draw 

a line in the middle of a sheet of paper 

and divide it into five-year segments. 

Graph high points above the line and 

low points below the line. What was 

your relationship with God like at 

different points in your lives? 

• Describe the life of Joseph from 

Genesis 37–41 in chapters, giving 

each chapter an appropriate title. 

• Note the characteristics in Joseph’s 

description of an overseer. How can 

we can develop such traits in our 

lives? 

 

 
 

September 13, 2020  “Love Versus Bitterness” Genesis 41:25-33, 37-40, 50-52 


