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The Spring Quarter (March–
May 2021) introduces the 
ministry of Old Testament 
prophets. A diversity of 
people are used by God to 
be God’s spokespersons to 
Israel and Judah. Prophets 
have messages that are 
meant to effect social 
change that conforms to 
God’s desired standards as 
described in the Law. 

Unit II reveals the 
compassion of God during 
times in Israel’s history 
when the people forsook 
God’s ways. Isaiah’s writings 
and the Gospel of Luke are 
used on Easter to portray 
Jesus as the Suffering 
Servant. Prophecies in Ezra, 
Nehemiah, and Lamentations 
further show the faith of the 
prophets as they present 
God’s hope to the Israelites.
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Unifying Principle 

People are often 
contemplative before 
they make major 
decisions. How does 
one or should one 
react after careful 
consideration of a 
major decision? 
Nehemiah set out to 
rebuild the wall after 
praying and 
surveying the ruins.

Goals for the Learners 

✓ To Examine
why Nehemiah 
decided to restore 
the walls of 
Jerusalem and 
reform/revive the 
Sabbath law.

✓ To Appreciate
iNehemiah’s feelings 
and behavior in 
restoring the wall 
and reforming 
Jewish worship.

✓ To Identify
ways to restore worn 
parts of the faith 
community and 
revive traditions that 
honor God.

Challenges for the Week 

•

Seek out a person to tell about a time he or she used 
vacation time from work to do short-term mission 
work or another church project.

•
Review recent news stories dealing with homeland 
security and national defense. Why it is important for 
a nation to be able to defend itself.

•

Read Nehemiah 2:11-20, listening for words and 
phrases that imply secrecy. Why such secrecy? How 
might Nehemiah’s situation have turned out differently 
if he had announced his plans the first day he arrived 
in Jerusalem? What are some situations that call for 
secrecy in churches?

•

Note the introduction of Sanballat, Tobiah, and Geshem 
in Nehemiah 2:19. Skim through the next chapters of 
Nehemiah to find how the tactics of these enemies 
changed over the course of rebuilding the wall. 
Compare and contrast their tactics with those who 
oppose the work of the church today.

April 18, 2021  “Initiating Renewal”  Nehemiah 2:11-20

Review practices of your congregation that 
provide for the security of the church grounds 
and of worshipers. When do security 
preparations cross the line from prudent to 
indicating a lack of faith (compare Ezra 8:22)?

•




